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Watershed Approach: 

Here to stay?



Agenda

Watershed-Based Storm Water Permits

ÅWhat are they?

ÅConsiderations

1. Consider regulatory context

2. Establish efficient copermittee coordination

3. Minimize administrative burden

4. Determine appropriate watershed scale

ÅConclusions
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What are they?

ÅVoluntarily selected

ÅDrainage areas define 

boundaries

ÅMultiple copermittees

ÅStructure for sound 

science

ïSource identification

ïPrioritize efforts



Californiaôs Permit Approach

ÅCWA administered 

by State

ÅState Board

Å9 Regional Boards

ÅHydrologic Units



San Francisco Bay Area 

Municipal Regional Permit

Å5 year process

Å76 Copermittees

ÅCombined 6 Permits

ÅCopermittees called for:

ïConsistency with adopted               

Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs)

ïConsistent requirements

ïPrioritization of requirements

ïReduced administrative burden



San Diego Regionôs 

Municipal Permit

San Diego
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Å21 Copermittees

ÅPortions of 9 

watersheds

ÅPrograms:

ïJurisdictional

ï9 Watershed

ïRegional
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Consider Regulatory Context

ÅConsider compliance standards

ïTMDLs: water quality targets (ñendsò)

ïStorm Water Permits: methods (ñmeansò)

ÅIf TMDLs, retain discretion on means

ïHow

ïAt what scale



Consider Regulatory Context

ÅIf TMDL, consider aligning permit 

with TMDLôs watershed(s)

ÅWatershed-based permit pros:

ïInvolves responsible agencies

ïProvides structure for sound science, 

dialogue, flexibility

ïTool for future TMDL cost savings

ÅCons:

ïIncreased copermittee coordination

ïIncreased permit, program layers



Understanding Pollutant Sources:

Los Peñasquitos Lagoon Sediment Study

ï93% of sediment from Carroll Canyon sub-watershed

ïLacks basins found in other sub-watersheds

Sound Science Through 

Watershed Approach
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Sound Science Through 

Watershed Approach



Considerations

Establish Efficient

Copermittee Coordination



Copermittee Coordination

ÅEstablish cost-sharing and 

decisionmaking mechanism

ÅIdentify principal copermittee

ÅLeverage economies of scale

ïWater quality monitoring and assessment

ïEducation and outreach
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Administrative Issues

City of San Diegoôs 

Permit Programs:

ï1 Jurisdictional

ï6 Watershed

ï1 Regional

Results iné

Å8 annual reports

Å3-level implementation



Administrative Issues

ÅMinimize management programs, 

duplication:

ïAnnual reporting

ïMonitoring

ïProgram assessment

ÅIntegrate with other driversé

ïFlood control

ïStorm drain asset management



Administrative Issues

City of San Diegoôs 

Draft Strategic Business Plan

Integrated Planning:

ÅStorm Water Permit

ÅTMDLs

ÅDrainage master plans

ïFlood control

ïAsset management



Considerations

Determine Appropriate 

Watershed Scale



Determine Watershed Scale

Platte River Watershed, 
Missouri River Basin


